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REL 011 INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS (4)  

20834  PROF. HARTLEY LACHTER 

  GS 011-010 (20835)                                        (XLIST BB) 

FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

Living and working in a globalizing 21st century requires an understanding of 

diverse religious and cultural identities.  In this course, students will be introduced 

to the history, ideas, and practices from a wide variety of the world’s religious 

traditions. (HU, BUG, RMTA) 

 

 

REL 095 RELIGION AND VIOLENCE (4)  

20705  PROF. HARTLEY LACHTER 

FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

In this course we will explore the relationship between religious ideology with 

acts of violence.  By examining a wide range of different instances of religious 

violence among Christians, Jews and Muslims, along with their accompanying 

ideologies, we will consider the relationship between religious affiliation, 

communally shared modes of discourse, and violent conflict. (HU, BUD, RMTA) 

 

 

REL 096 BIOETHICS AND THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC (4) 

21491  PROF. DENA DAVIS 

  ETH 096 (21492) — HMS 096 (21493) — PHIL 096 (21494) (XLIST BD) 

  FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

This unprecedented epidemic raises many serious ethical problems.  What can we 

expect of healthcare workers?  How can we make difficult decisions when more 

people need ventilators than we have ventilators to go around?  How can we 

balance the pain of a wounded economy with the pain of a health crisis?  What are 

the responsibilities of ordinary citizens to attempt to stay healthy?  This class will 

look at these and other questions while also investigating the underlying ethical 

theories of justice and fairness.  Class evaluation will depend on papers and class 

participation. (HU, RMTA) 

 

  

 



 

REL 097 THE RELIGION OF DISNEY (4) 

21600  PROF. JODI EICHLER-LEVINE 

  FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

In its vast scope, power, various forms of consumer products, and enormous 

intellectual property holdings (including Star Wars and the Marvel Cinematic 

Universe, as well as its recent acquisition of 20th Century Fox), the Walt Disney 

Company has tremendous influence over modern American--and global--society. 

This course uses the rubric of "religion" to investigate both the fan culture 

surrounding Disney and its many properties, and the company's corporate 

aspirations, structure and ethos. (HU, RMTA) 

 

 

REL 116 BIOETHICS (4)  

21435  PROF. NATHAN SCHMIDT   

  ETH 116 (21436) — HMS 116 (20521) —PHIL 116 (20520) (XLIST EQ) 

  SECOND SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

Moral issues that arise in the context of health care and related biomedical fields 

in the United States today, examined in the light of the nature and foundation of 

moral rights and obligations. Topics include: confidentiality, informed consent, 

euthanasia, medical research and experimentation, genetics, and the distribution 

of health care. (HU, RMTA) 

 

 

REL 196 BIOETHICS AND THE FAMILY (4) 

21396  PROF. DENA DAVIS  

  HMS 196 (21398) — PHIL 196 (21397)    (XLIST BC) 

  FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

From reproduction to dying, this course will focus on how ethical issues in 

science and medicine highlight the role of the family.  Issues include assisted 

reproduction and the role of gamete donors; genetic testing and the problem of 

misattributed paternity; the locus of decision making when patients are terminal 

or in pvs.  Should our individual-oriented medical culture move toward a more 

family-oriented perspective?  (HU, RMTA) 

 

 

REL 198 RELIGION & FILM: VISIONS OF THE SACRED IN POPULAR CINEMA (4) 

21605  PROF. KHURRAM HUSSAIN     (XLIST BA) 

  FILM 198-010 (21599) 

  FIRST SUMMER SESSION - REMOTE ASYNCHRONOUS 

Religion is a rich source of stories that animate our social and cultural 

imagination, and in this course, we will study how the medium of film has been 

used to convey religious themes and narratives to the broader public in popular 

cinema. Our investigations will include, but not be limited to The Marvel 

Cinematic Universe, The Star Wars and Star Trek franchises and their many 

offshoots, and the Matrix trilogy and animated shorts. We will use both film 

theory and sociological theories of religion to guide and supplement our 

conversations. (HU, RMTA) 


